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by Rev. Eric Sorrell (NWGA Chapter): 

Allow me to share one “Pastor’s Perspective” on The Good News 
Club. 

If we are honest sometimes our evangelistic methods are more “you 
all come” than “we go”.  Yet we know that The Great Commission 
instructs us to go.  I am very thankful for the Good News Club.  Why 
wouldn’t you want to go into the schools and make disciples?  We 
need to go!  If we are honest we sometimes hear people complain 
about “prayer being taken out of schools”.  My response is that 
prayer is in schools, each week, but we as Christians must take it 
there.  Why wouldn’t you want to take prayer into the school?  I 

believe no church member has a right to criticize the lack of prayer in our educational system if they are unwilling 
to do something about it.  We need to go pray!  The Good News Club actually gives us an opportunity to go make 
disciples; it gives us an opportunity to pray weekly with students.  Why would you not want to be involved in this 
type of ministry?  If we are honest, we sometimes let fear, business or laziness keep us from joining this great 
work.  Pastor, why wouldn’t you want to get out into the community?  Based on my experience, The Good News 
Club will make you a better preacher and pastor, it will make you more familiar in the community, and it will bless 
you as you see people serve.  Church Member, why wouldn’t you want to join a ministry that trains you and 
actually provides everything you need for the opportunity to obey and follow Jesus words?  Based on my 
experience, you will experience God at work in The Good News Club as it enables obedience to the Great 
Commission and Commandment. your life.  In a nutshell, what impact has The Good News Club had on our 
church?  Being involved in The Good News Club… 

… has helped us practice a more Biblical evangelistic model. 
… has helped us take prayer into the schools. 
… has given us the opportunity to make disciples. 
… has made us better preachers, teachers and ministers. 
… has made us more familiar in the community. 
… has blessed us as we have served alongside one another. 
… has helped us experience God. 
May you, too, go, pray, get involved, and                                                                    
experience all the blessings.  It is worth it! 

Christ, Community, Courage, 

Pastor Eric Sorrell
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by Rev. Richard Hemphill (Cobb Chapter): 

These are definitely difficult times in which we serve our churches and 
communities.  Every day we seem to face something new and 
challenging.  But whatever it is, the cost we may pay is well worth it. 

Children are on our minds strongly these days and I believe that is 
because of our call from God to reach out and touch the hearts and 
hands of our neighborhood kids.  Our hearts go out to them because 

of what we have done for them this school year.  How valuable each 
moment with them has been as we reached each one of them. 

This is the first year our church, Trinity Fellowship of Marietta, Ga. has connected with CEF in this ministry.  
It is not new to our fellowship, as mission work is a normal part of our lives as a church. 

It was a tough time for our church when this opportunity came our way.  We had shared part of our building 
with a high school for the past twenty years, and the rent money we had coming in was a blessing.  We had 
also begun a fundraising effort to pay off our indebtedness to our bank.  So, the challenge was clearly set 
before us. 

It was during all this that God set this amazing opportunity on our doorstep.  Believing we could do this 
ministry, the Deacons and I stepped up to the plate exercising our faith and said yes.  Miracle after miracle 
began to happen, suddenly we had a team ready to serve and to go forward. 

We began our efforts and the children came.  We watched as the power of the Holy Spirit began to move in 
our midst.  Children were coming to Jesus. Hallelujah! 

I began to ponder and ask God these questions, “what we were doing, what was our goal, what was 
happening?  You see, I knew our school had within it kids in need and their home life was struggling.  I 
cried out to God from my heart.  I said, “God, what do I need to understand about the Good News Club 
meetings that I have missed?” 

One day, God moved powerfully upon my heart and reminded me how tragic human trafficking was in our 
country, especially Atlanta, Ga. (my location).  I was strongly impressed by the Holy Spirit that many of our 
children were vulnerable to the onslaught of these villains upon them.  We need to work with them to build 
a life of love for Jesus and grace at work in their lives.  A life so strong that when these villains would reach 
out to them, they would recognize the deceitfulness that would be offered to them.  These children would 
then make a quality decision to say no.  They would reach out to Jesus for His help and declare, my hope 
and faith is in God. 

Suddenly, I began to get a clear picture of how we can be used of God by our Good News Club meetings, 
to save kids from this terrible destruction. 

My life changed at that moment.  Think about it.  One word from God can change, redirect and victoriously 
satisfy your life and ministry.  That’s what I needed, and I got it. 

As you face a new year of ministry, cry out to God, for His direction.  cry out to God for His help.  cry out to 
God for His anointing… and do the work of Lord!  

Pastor Richard Hemphill

Rev. Richard Hemphill, Pastor            
Trinity Fellowship Church                  

Cobb Chapter 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Mrs. Libby Shedd, Belmont Hills Elementary 

I first heard of CEF in the Fall of 1979. I was a new Christian, a school 
teacher, and a grade 2 Sunday school teacher. Two CEF Missionaries came 
to our Missionary Conference.  As they spoke, I thought, "I would love to 
do that!" So I talked to the missionaries, and they got me the materials for 
the unit that fall, which was "Beginnings." While cutting out the flannel 
graph, I invited the neighborhood children, and away we went! (That was 
before we had children of our own).  Our own 6 children grew up hearing 
those lessons over and over, learning all the verses and songs, as we 
continued to have club. It's such a blessing to see our children teach the 
same lessons to their children, as well as to other children.  

If I could summarize the impact of Good News Club on my life, I think it 
would be like this:  (1) studying for the lessons and learning the verses has 
brought me great joy; (2) knowing that many children will be with us 
eternally in heaven is amazing;  (3) learning to faithfully plod along, trusting 
God for the outcome, whether there are few or many attending, whether 
we see results or not, whether I am exhausted or not. I am so thankful that 
God raised up this ministry, and that we are privileged to have a part in it. 

Thank you to the team of 
volunteers who so faithfully 
help Libby minister to the 

children of the Belmont Hills 
Good News Club for the 

2019-20 school year!

Ms. Libby with her 
granddaughter, 

Gwendolyn Shedd,      
age 1 1/2

Mrs. Bev McBride, Calhoun Elementary School 

I have  coordinated the club since 2012.We start the year out with a bang in terms of clubbers 
attending but usually average 50 clubbers.   This year 6 clubbers  trusted Christ as Savior.   
One of the biggest challenges we have faced this year (besides the Corona Virus) is that we lost 
several leaders to illness. However, God is so good!   We were always able to do the things we have 
planned with the leaders who were able to be there.   Another big blessing is that we had a leader 
come from another club to help us out.  His club was on Monday and ours Thursday.  He was faithful 
to come when he found out about our need.  I appreciate it so very much! He has been a great help in 
many aspects of our club.  One of the most successful things we started this year was doing Sword 

Drills   .Ephesians 6:17 says, "....take the Sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God." We wanted to teach the clubbers about how to navigate the 
Bible.  During Small Group Time, we asked  questions and then gave them 
the Scripture about where they could find the answer. The clubbers would 
find them in their own Bibles   At the end of Small Group Time, we would 
then have the Sword Drill.  The Clubbers loved it!  It has been such a 
wonderful blessing to see the delight of our clubbers and their enthusiasm 
for The Good News Club! 

Thank you to the team of 
volunteers who so faithfully 

help Bev minister to the 
children of the Calhoun 

Elementary Good News Club 
for the 2019-20 school year!Bev McBride



From The Director… ”But God forbid that I should glor3 save in the cross of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is cr@cified unto me and I unto the world.”(Galatians 6:14) (my life verse) 

In this ever changing world, aren’t you glad that we are allowed to share the Good News 
of Jesus in the public schools with the children!!  I’m writing this on the Monday after 
Palm Sunday.  I can’t help but think, first of all, about what we will be celebrating on 
Easter Sunday!  Most people want to hear good news and that’s what we are all about…

GOOD NEWS!  I can’t help but think as well about all that is going on in our world and how it is 
affecting everyone!  No one will ever be the same after this.  We, as God’s people, need to let our lights 
shine BRIGHT in the darkness and ask God how we can be used by Him during this time in history or 
better yet HIS story!  Now, more than ever, God is speaking and people are listening.  We can’t grow 
weary, we can’t give up, we will PRESS ON!  I am believing schools will open in August, we will have 
our Good News Clubs again and be able to tell MORE boys and girls about the love of Jesus!  If you 
haven’t registered for the Conference, please go to our website and do that today!  Also, let your 
church know that if they would like to send other workers that do not work in a Good News Club but in 
another area of Children’s ministry, they are welcome to attend and the cost would only be $50.00 per 
person.  They would need to register as well!  I’m so in awe of who God has coming to minister to and 
encourage us this year.  I will be sharing more of them with you in future newsletters.  But first of all, I 
would like to introduce our 2020 Keynote Speaker, Keith Ferrin: 

Annual CEF  
Training Conference 
North Metro Church 
Barrett Parkway, 

Marietta, GA 
Saturday,  

August 29, 2020 
Registration: 

8:30am-9:00am 
Conference time:  
9:00am - 3:15pm

SAVE 

THE 

DATE!

Keith Ferrin is an author, speaker, blogger, and word-for-word Biblical 
storyteller.  His passion is helping individuals, families, and churches 
move from “should” to “want” when it comes to reading the Bible.  He 
loves partnering with churches, universities, and conferences to 
encourage and equip them to not just read and study the Bible - but 
thoroughly enjoy it!  He is the creator of the Complete Communication 
System™ and loves watching people land better messages while 
saving heaps of time in prep.  He founded his ministry in 1996 and 
travels around the U.S. and internationally, speaking at conferences, 
churches, retreats, universities and wherever people will let him. He 
utilizes humor, practical workshops, and word-for-word presentations 
of whole books of the Bible (we’re not kidding!) to help people fall in 
love with God’s Word and its Author.  

Keith Ferrin 
2020 Conference 
Keynote Speaker


